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State Conservative Party Chairman Mike Long is pledging to help Rep. Ann Marie Buerkle get re-elected to Congress this fall – even if she has to primary a fellow Republican in a district adjacent to her own in Central New York. 

Long said he spoke to the congresswoman by phone this morning and promised to help her get a “decent district,” adding: “I’ve already made phone calls and had conversations” in hopes of making that happen. 

As you’ll recall, Buerkle, the most conservative member of the NY House delegation who has at times even voted against her own party leadership in D.C., did not fare well in either the Senate GOP or Assembly Democrat-drawn redistricting maps. She did better with the maps released today by the special master, ironcially, than she did when at the mercy of members of her own party. 

Onondaga County GOP Chairman Tom Dadey suggested last week that Buerkle could run in a neighboring district – perhaps in NY-23 where two Republicans, Matt Doheny and Kelli Greene at vying for the GOP and Conservative lines to take on Democratic Rep. Bill Owens in November. 

Depending on how the lines shake out, Buerkle might also consider challenging one of her fellow freshmen GOP members in neighboring seats, like Rep. Richard Hanna, for example, or even Rep. Tom Reed. 

Remember: There is no residency requirement for House candidates. All you have to do is “inhabit” the state you represent – not the district itself. And “inhabit” has been interpreted pretty damn loosely by the courts. 

Long told me this afternoon that Buerkle is a “favorite” of his, and while he doesn’t relish the idea of backing her against a fellow Republican, he’s willing to consider doing so if that’s what it would take to make sure she returns to Congress. 

“Certainly if she was locked out of her district, I would have to give serious consideration if she desires to run in another district,” the chairman said. “…My hope is she’s going to get a district that she’ll be able to run in and she doesn’t get totally cut out…my hope is that’s what will happen.”

“I’ll cross these bridges when I come to them. There’s no sense dealing with what may never happen. Let’s deal with what will happen. I’m hoping that her district stays the same, and that she has an even chance of being competitive in the district that she lives in. And we’ll go from there. But she is a favorite.”
This wouldn’t be the first time Long has gone his own way in NY-23. He twice backed Doug Hoffman even when the Republicans went in different directions. In 2009, as you’ll recall, Hoffman forced moderate Republican Assemblywoman Dede Scozzafava out of a special election that drew national attention, but she left too late for her name to be taken off the ballot. As a result, she and Hoffman split the GOP vote, allowing Owens a narrow window through which to squeeze to victory. 

Much the same thing happened in 2010 when Hoffman lost the GOP primary to Doheny. He dropped out of the race and endorsed his erstwhile opponent, but it was too late to take his name off the ballot. Owens won that year, too. 

Now Hoffman is still mulling a potential run in one of two districts, according to an interview he did with NPR earlier this week. He’s still awaiting the final district lines, but is also reportedly mulling a potential run for retiring Assemblywoman Teresa Sayward’s seat.

Doheny, once accused of being a “carpetbagger,” is now the GOP favorite and is slowly winning over local conservatives, while Greene has insisted he’s not conservative enough. 

If Buerkle – with Long’s support – decides to throw her hat into the ring, too, things could get awfully messy in NY-23. 

UPDATE: After I hit publish on this post, the Essex County GOP Chairman Chairman Ron Jackson and acting Essex Conservative Chairman Bill McGahay (a former Pataki administration official) announced their joint support of Doheny. 

Jackson’s backing his Doheny’s first official Republican endorsement of the 2012 campaign. The St. Lawrence County Conservative Committee has also previously endorsed him. The full Essex County Republican committee, which backed Doheny in 2010, is expected to make its official endorsement March 21. 
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